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I.The Freer Menvec ij te. 


‘Early in the year 1907 ur Charles L.Freer of Detroit,Michi<an,uU. Ss. bie 
purehased four highly interesting, Greek manuscripts , in jerge-hanc. 
Ur. Frecr,a former rai iwa‘ ‘men and manufacturer hase long since re- 
tired from bur inese in order to devote himself to art. He has trane efer- 
red his artecollection to the Smithsonian Institution in Vachiagion, 
proving thus his concern for the public good.He acquircd these menu- 
seripts in Cairo from a dealer called Ali Arabi,in whues possession — 
they wal aircaey been seen by the famous pepyri-searchere Grenfell | 
and Hunt et Gizeh,the left- bank suburb of Cairo,in the autumn of sper 
The dgdifficult « of reliably establishing the origin of such wares is an 
well- known. Those who first find the scent of. supposed treasure ao - 
their utmost to prevent others from getting on to the same hunting- ae 
ground: they accordingly conceal the Scat cahet her or no Vhere be a prom” 
PRBAIALY of its producing more,in order to reserve for thedee iver iG 
all eventual chances. Ali salaisohet maintained that the manuscripts came . 
from Akhmim. ; 2 | 
This city,called Chemis by the ancients, after the god Chem, | : 
and Panoplis by She Greeks, is situated on the East or right-hand | , 
bank of the Nile, almost 200 kilometres higher than Siut. Since a a 
number of years the ruins of this ancient city have continued bolls ees 
produce strange ,new,more especially Christian and particularly early 
Christian antiquities. How much to be deplored he is that the three tet 
thousand inhabitants: of the actual town Cannot be moved to some. wee 
ferent place and the entire site dug up and the fand y ground visi 


It was here that in 1886 the Gospel and Revelations of Saint Peter 
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mare biund: Ali Arabi seie thet @ female figure, catalorued in the 
Cairo Museum under no:381, had been discovered at the same time as the 
cone manuscripts: It is not known whether they were taken from some 
tou or some eecret chamber formerly connected with a house or whether = 
they hac been buried aceutiers in a chest. We incline towards the 
tomb, gince they rae Bt have. aes concealed there or even buried 
with their late ownere It is also possible that shete MBAVECT DHS ” have 
returned to the world from seme some monestery-Monke of a lower orcer, 
or even more hightvep haces ones, seem it appears, disposed to exchanre 
the manuseripteor other no=purpoee-serving possessions of their mones- 
teries for hard cath. Ome of the most usual means of accomplishing 
thie transection seems to be through the agency of one of the dealers, 
or rather brokers, who buy up the Akhmim antiquities. The tomb | or 
monsetery may have preserved surkior manuscripts, but hare handed sree” 
only a certain number toAkhmim or the dealers for the time being. It ge 
hoe be borne in mind that Egyptian antiquities very ener iy find 
their way to Akhmim. The place having once acquired a reputation on 
“account of previoue finds , purchasers are ii Ke ty to return frequently. 
Furthermore, by éepositing them in Akhinim all traces of their real 
: origin cen be easily niéen. : 
| Suet es the above wes going to the printer' £ , alone with the rest | 
of this pamplet, I sew Carl Schmidt's article of May 3rd in the Theo- ee 
Wesienl Literary News (Theologische Literaturzeitung) Leipzig 1908, | 

No:I2.Par.459-360. This experienced judge of Ancient, as well he poet 
| modern ,Coptic,has definitely identified these manuscripts ae Poul ae | 
from the Library of the Schenute-Monastery of Atripe in the vicinity © 


of Sohag oppogite to Akhmim. The Monastery was being repaired when 
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they strvek the libr 7, from Ors ons ae an punter date, countless 
Coptic manuscripts — been stolen. They prosseded: to dispose of the 


remaining volumes. Schmidt hat, himself, acquired a Greek Genes ‘1§ of 


the ae of Constantine, written on papyrus, in Ancient cursive ( the 


first Letter of Clement I in an Achar 21 trensletion,). and the Proverbs 


of Solomon in Aidminien dislect. for the Berlin Museum along with =z 


Greek Haster-Letter for the Beyptian Museum at Berlin. 


We are saturaiay insatieble! No discovery, por were it one. hun-. 


dred volumes would appease us! We find. ourselves wondering whether 


the discoverers have not possibly divided their treasure in order £6 


attract less attention and make more money? As “all who joy would 


ane must share it” £0 a divided sale is a double sele, that is , “ two- 


foid profit! It looks as though one of the Manuécrijts Bee had been 


arated from the preceding part of the book at some recent time. 


oS less handsome pages have not simply been Coupe’. If Ali Arabi : 


or his confederates really have detached some volumes in order to reel- 
ize on them at some future time, we are justified in expecting to | 
hear about them sooner or later. Let us weit pat renee: The Oriental 
is rarely. in a great hurry to sell. | . 

| In Decenber 1907 Mr.Freer asked Professor Henry A. Sanders of the 
Wickivan Univesity at Ann ‘Arbor to ‘tieenbivate the manuscripts. ‘Senders 


hes devoted himself to this task in a most thorough and praiseworthy | 


manner. He hae published a provisional report on thevolumes in the 


magazine "The Biblical World", Chicago, Feb. I908, p. 136-I4e, with re-_ 
producti one (2) and in the" American Journal of Archeology"series 2. VoL-1 


No.l. Chicago I908 p. 49-55 with five illustrations He Lk: full? 
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now + to covets himself to. the editing of be manvecripts. themee Ives, 
put of this leter These two articles convince us that the final pubs 
ieutlon: will Jack nothing that it is.possible to attain. I am greatly 
indebted to him for hie permission .— to. reproduce his tSANES TAA GRE 
here. Professor PEERS : J.Goodspeed of i onde, who has colleborated 
with Grenfell and Hunt as an experienced investigator of papyri, has 
ciscussed these four Inenuscripts in the fame mage. azine"The Biblical Word 
March 1908 p. ,2T8- -226, and hes pointed out much that is interesting & ; 
of which I shall eratefully make use herein. I have called attention 
to the manuscripts in the "Theologisches Literaturblatt", nO.7. Wetretgs 
Feb. 14th 1908 par. 4820486. Adolf Harnack hae discussed ‘them in the 
“Theolopi sche Literaturzeitung"Leipzig March I4th,Tg908& N06 sper -T68- 
170. Hermann von Soden has discussed the Logion in Manuscript IV in 

- the "Christliche Welt", 1908 No. 20. May are yer eae" -486. | 

The four menuecripts represent perts of the Bible ,not, however, of. | 

@ Bible compiled in rerular, consecutive order by one single hand. For. 
as we shall sec, the four manuscripts earrias to-tiair age ,their <« exter= 
nal form anc size, as well at to the calligraphic SpEearakee: of the 
different’ pages and the etyle of the writing. “The first volume (for 
Sanders has advigsedly classified them according to the order of the 
Biblical booke, } contains Deuteronomy ené Joshueh ang probably original- 
| ly included the entire Hexeteuch or meptatauoh, the first six or seven. 
books of She Old Tes tament. The second volume contains the Peelms. 
The third is composed of the four Byancelists ané the fourth offers 
| eunenté of the Epistle of Saint Paul. Originally, however, it con- 
tained the history of the Apostles and the Catholic Sciges Ac which 
we shall refer again laters Soumuch in a reneral waye Let ne now pro- 8 


ceed to the remarks concerning each separate manuscript. 
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Gregory. Pare:8. 


The question now ‘arises as to ener “oe: Freer-Manuse’ ripts left the 
precincts: of the convent (the Syrian Convent of Mary the Holy Mother, 

gn: th © Witrean desert, ahaa 112 ici lome ters to the North ‘West of Gains.) 
in pendent times or a& recently as the year 1906 A faint PoeerS 
peasy of the letter eventuality cannot. be Genied 5 still ¥ do not tr ink 
“at likely. a 

I shoulé incline to putting it ‘this way : The Freer-uanuscript 
very probably originated not far from the Homer-Manuseript , but ee 
need not necesearily have wandered to the Convent of the Holy ee 
~ Concerning later beset Alfred Je ‘Butler of Br iccuss who visited 
that convent as well as others in that vicinity, failed ‘ts ‘discover vis 
any manuscripts of interest. He mentions this in his book :"The 
‘Ancient Coptic Churches of Egypt", Oxfora 1885, 2. vols. see vol. Ix 
pages 286-340, especially pages 315, 316, 333. We may possibly even-. 

5 oe ally succeed in establishing and elucidating a common Bic for the 


| Homer, Lu ke- and Beirk sPonenty> Josick Menus eripte. 
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“GREGORY. ‘Pege: 60. 

he ‘Results. | 

When confronted wie: the aisle. weether a@ fresh Logion, @ newly- 
Pound Saying attributed to Jesus Christ, was really ‘pronounced vy Him, 
ate Oe investigator’ s mind is first almost unconsciously stirred. I muet- 
expatiate at fone length since the question arplies more or eee to. 
all re orale ies problem, the mental exerci ¢; is an exercise ‘in rhetor=. 
ics, and its examination Pesmar ray and inevitably pertaine to. the. ao- 
main Of" whet ens? despite he fact that we are rare ly called upon to. 
look at it in this wey or under this appellation. : 

We are face to face with an extremely arduous, but none the legs 
attractive, task and one whiet) as fer as t know, has not yet been ex- 
heustively dealt with. We might, for short, entitle it the Rhetoric 3 

of Jesus Christ". fhe work of Christian Gottlist Wi 1ke on the New Tes- 
-‘tament is bound eventually to elicit a sequel. Now, it we Wad ier Pe 
ter a rhetoric of the different writers represented in the New Tes- 
- tament, how much more £0 should we for one of Jesus Christ? Of ‘couree 
we shell very specdily be informed that it is Privoicus; dicrespect- 
ful and seerilerious to aceoeiate His name with the teen rhetoric. 
Tet us “investigate ‘this point. . | 

Would it not be cesirable if we were able to clearly represent to < 
ovr minds how, under given circumstances, | Jesus expressed, or ‘might 
ts have expressed, himself as a teacher or sontarter, encouregingly, baéak 
ningly or wrathfully? many would doubt les be disposed to consider e 
similar attempt purely imaginative. They would point out the “impossi= 
bility of PAP aTELAARS the confuped threads of multiferious treaition, — 
the metamorphoses: ; imposed on wores ‘and expressions in ‘their tra nele~ 


tion from Aramean into Greek, aS rendering it hopeless to obtain exch 
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5p ouleentl be of ies words actually spoken by Jesus as could be exemin- 
oe from. the point of view of their rhetorical construction. This cer- 
| haley pounds coavineine enough! Lt 36, aevetthelves (watirely oreo: 
cus in one respect, namely in the supposition thet we have actually 
| resigned oureelves to doing witzout such wh icant of Je seul Christ." 
This is, rowever, £0 little the caé, that any one of us almost 
thinks himself capable of, entitled or called upon to formate an aes 
‘opinion recarding Christ's rhetoric at a ‘moment's Wot lees The accura= 
ey of thie assertion is easily proved. Let someone read aloud from the 
Apochryp-al seyings of Wirsetc How many of us will often exclaim:" Je-. 
(SUS never Baid that." "Jesus cannot have said this!* *I cannot jmecine 
that Jesus Said that*. “The meaning, the contents of the words may be. 
entireds bevoné dispute gia ak tte made of éxpreseton way appear abso- 
lutely unconvincing. This therefore pre-supposee that we do in. ¢ oitie 
measure picture to ourselves Jesus Christ's rhetoric. We voice Spine 
as to how, according to our ideas, He would have expressed a thought. 
We think a certain word does not "soad like Jesus". Can it then be pre- 
sumptious to wish for e veelly CEST CARY prepared work on ‘Hie rhetoric? 
nt is far more presumptious on our part to come to a hesty conelveion 
without the necessary grasp of the Situation which only dete led study. 
‘can surply-. For alt this, we cannot afford to wait any longer for thie 
pragaratery: work and =a are now Obliged, to the best of our ability, : 
to apply such thoughts and conclusions as we mav entertain concerning 
Christ's: rheterse to the solution of the problem under consideration. 
“Ana so we ask:" Could Jesus have said this and would He ien¢ scie 
it thus 2" I will extend the question: "Bven should we decide thet in | 
the course of en ordinary sermon or exhortation He may not have spoken | 


thus, are we justified in believing that He micht not , on the occasion 
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of some deter appearance, ater His resurrection, have expres S60 
Himself in that way?" | 

The en ore whe. ee t Chany paree with me in finding that this. 
roiden seems. to lack that. pithiness, A teectucne,: ‘brevity and appo- 
sienees characteristic of the sayings of Christ as handed down to us 


by the ; Evangelists. 


( Here follow Gregory's arguments, based on historic resee arch, ageinst 
the above Logion being ascribed textually to Jesus Christ and in 
faveut of ite being attributed in part to Aristion.) 

Page:65. 


We are about to conclude. The Freer=Logion has rendered us valuable 
service. It has acquainted us with the Greek form of that interpolation 
known to Hieronymus anc thereby removed one small debatable point | 
from Chureh History At the same time these words, attributed to ee 
have Contriteted a metter of interest is the history of the cevelopment 
of Christian thought at the beginning. of the seconc century. 

The old-time, readily-expleined and quite pedals supposition 
as to the doctrine of tie Christian Church having orig sinally been 
strongly Jewish-Christian has of course long since been declared falee. 
Still we are fortunate in gaining further authenticated proof of the. 
error of that supposition. We see to how great an eshcat the Pauline 
mode of perception and expression had influencec the Christianity of 
the time. In this Logion Jesus expresses Himself entirely in a the men= 
ner of Paul. The other Logia with which we are acquainted in Greck 
Bvangelistic Manuscripts are penned in an artless style end treated 


synoptically. This Logion, on the contrary, is powerfully influenced » 
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aL ‘the . Par ndine conception of Chris ck sani ey: 

J ee Be efpecieliy suatridtive 40 observe that the progress of the 
doctrine and the entire conception of the same heiicetareh proceeded 
to exercise a reactionary influence. the Gospel was procleined by 
“Jesus Christ. His disciples proporeted it. Saint Paul elec at ‘in t- 
lars garb daticelae it dialectically. What happened after this. is | 
Lllustrated by the trechstecton. The development of the idee ¢ prom 
“gated years previously by Christ. finally transformed the image of Hip 
“personality ané style. Through the reflection of this image we are 
puauied te gather 2 better insight into those times. May the cau 
teries, tombs and rubbish-mounds of Egypt soon yield us more Bible 
Manuscripts and further information concerning the waye, doings kena 


thoughts of the Chistians of those dzySe 
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